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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Fellow Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 


In resuming your labors in the service of the People, 
it is a subject of congratulation that there has been po 
period in our past history when all the elements of na- 
tional prosperity have been so fully developed. Since 
your last session no afflicting dispensation has visited 
our country ; general good health has prevailed; abun- 
dance has crowned the tou of the hushandman, and 
tabor in all its branches is receiving an ample reward, 
while education, science and the arts are rapidly en- 
larging the means of social happiness. The progress 
of our country in her career of greatness, not only in 
the vast extension of our territorial limits, and the rap- 
id increase of our population, butin resources and 
wealth, and in the happy condition of our people, it is 
without example in the history of nations, 

As the wisdom, strength and beneficence of our free 
institutions are unfolded, every day adds fresh motives 
to contentment, and fresh incentives to patriotism. 

Our devout and sincere acknowledgments are due to 
the Gracious Giver of all good, for the numberless bies- 
sings which our beloved country enjoys. 

Itis a source of high satisfaction to know that the 
relations of the United States with all other nations, 
with a single exception, are ofthe most amicable char- 
acter. Sincerely attached to the policy of peace, early 
adopted and steadily pursued by this government, [ 
have anxiously desired to cultivate and cherish friend- 
ship and commerce with every foreign power. The 
spiritand habits ef the American people are favorable 
to the maintenance of sech international harmony. In 
adhering <o this wise policy,a preliminary and para- 
mount daty obviously consists in the protection of our 
national interests from encroachment or sacrifice, and 
our nationa! honor from reproach. These must be 
maintainedgat any hazard. They admit of no compro- 
mise or neglect. and must be scrupulously and con- 
stantly guarded. 

In their vigilant vindication, collision and conflict 
with foreign powers may sometimes become unavoid- 
able Such has been our scrupulous adherence to the 
dictates of justice, in all our intercourse, that, though 
steadily and rapidly advancing in prosperity and pow- 
er, Wve have given no just cause of complaint to any 
nation, and have enjoyed the blessings of peace for 
more than thirty years. From a policy so sacred to 
humanity, and so salutary in its effects upon our polit- 
ical system, we chould never be induced voluntarily 
to depart. 

The existing war with Mexico was neither desired 
nor peoveked by the United States. On the contrary, 
all honorable means were resorted to to avert it. After 
years of endurance of aggravated and unredressed 
wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation of solemn 
treaty stipulations, and of every principle of justice 
recognized by civilized nations,commenced hostilities, 
and thus, by ter own act, forced the war upon us. 
Long before the advance of our army to the left bank 
of the Rio Grande, we had ample cause of war against 
Mexico: and had the United States resorted to this ex- 
tremity,we might have appealed to the whole civilized 
world for the ju®tice of our cause. 

i deem itto be my duty to present to you, on the 
present occasion, a condensed review of the injuries 
we have sustained, of the causes which led to the war, 
and of its progress since its commencement. This is ren- 
dered the more necessary b of the misapprehen 
sions which have to some extent prevailed as to its or- 
igin and true character. The war has been represent- 
ed as unjust and unnecessary, and as one of: i 





civilized nations. There is reason to believe that ifthese 
wrongs had been resented and resisted in the first inst- 
anec, war might have been avoided. One outrage .bow- 
ever,permitted to pass with impunity,almost necessarily 
encouraged the perpetration of another, until at last 
Mexico seemed to attribute to weakness and indecis- 
jon on our part a forbearance which was the offspring 
of magnanimity, and of a sincere desire to preserve 
friendly relations with a sister republic. 

Searcely bad Mexico achieved her independeace, 
which the United States was the first of the nations to 
ac\nowledge, when she commenced the system of in- 
sult and «poliation which she has ever since pursued. 
Our citizens engaged in lawful commerce were impris- 
oned, their vessels seized and our flag insulted in her 
ports. If money was wanted, the lawless seizure and 
confiscation of our merchant vessels and their cargoes 
Was a ready resource ; and if to accomplish their pur- 
poses it became necessary to imprison thejr owners, 
captains and crews, it was done. Rulers superseded 
rulers in Mexico in rapid succession, but still there 
was no change inthis system of depradation. The 
government of the United States made repeated recla- 
mitions in behalf of its citizens, but these were answ- 
ered by the perpetration of new outrages. Promises of 
redress made by Mexico in the most solemn forms were 
pestponed or evaded. The files and records of the 
department of State cantain conclusive proofs of nu- 
merous lawless acts perpetrated upon the property and 
persons of our citizens by Mexico, and of wanton in- 
sults to our national flag. The interposition of our 
government to obtain redress was again and again in 
veked, under circumstances which no nation ought to 
disregard. 

It was hoped that these outrages would cease, and 
that Mexico would be restrained by the laws which 
regulate the conduct of civilized nations in their inter- 
course with each other after the treaty of amity, com 
merce and navigation of the Sth of April, 1831, was 
concluded between the two republics ; but this hope 
soon proved to be vain. The course of seizure and 
confiscation of the property of our citizens; the viola- 
tion of their persons, and the insults to our flag pursu- 
ed by Mexico previous to that time, were scarcely sus. 
pended for even a brief period, although the treaty so 
clearly defines the rights and duties of the respective 
parties that it is impossible to misunderstand or mis- 
take them. [n less than seven years after the conclu- 


‘sion of the treaty, our grievances had become so intol- 


erable that, in the opinion of President Jackson, they 
should no longer be endured. 

Inhis message to Congressin February, 1837, he 
presented them to the consideration of that body, and 
declared “That the length of time since some of the 
injuries have been committed, the repeated and una- 
vailing applications for redress, the wanton character 
of some of the outrages upon the property and persons 
of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of the Unwed 
States, independent of recent insults to this govern- 
mentand people by the late extraordinary Mexican 
minister, would justify inthe eyes of all nations im- 
mediate war.” In a spirit of kindness and forbearance, 
however, he recommended reprisals as « milder mode 
of redress. He declared that war should not be used 
asaremedy ‘by just and generous nations, confiding 
in their strength for injuries committed, if it can be 
honorably avoided,” and added, “it hag oceurred to 
me that, considering the present embarrassed condt- 
tion of that country, we should act with both wisdom 
and moderation, by giving to Mexico one more oppor- 
tunity to attone forthe past, before we take redrses 
into our ow nhands. ‘Tu avoid all misconception onthe 
part of Mexico, as well as to protect our own national 
character from reproach, this opportunity should be 
given with the avowed design and full preparation to 
take immediate satisfaction, if it should not be obtain- 
ed on a repetition of the demand for it. To this end 
I recommeud that an act be passed authorizing repri- 
sails, andthe use of the naval force of the United 
States, by the Executive, against Mexico, to enforce 
them in the event of a refusal by the Mexican govern- 
ment to come toan amicable adjustment of the mat- 
ters in controversy between us, upon another demand 
thereof, made from on board one of our vessels of war 
on the coast of Mexico,”’ 

Committees of both Houses of Congress, to which 
this message of this President was referred, fully sus- 
tained his views of the character of the wrongs which 
we had suffered from Mexico, and recommended that 
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on our part wpon a weak and injured enemy. Such er- 
roneous views, though entertained by but few, have 
been widely and extensively circulated not only at 
home, but have been spread throughout Mexico and 
the whole world. A more effectual means id no 
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country’s honor and interest 
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prove not only their patriotism, but 
tion that our cause is just, 
The wrongs which we have 
almost ever since she an 
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for redress should be made before au- 
thorizing war or reprisals. The commitiee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate, in their report, say: ‘‘After 
such a cemand, should justice be refused by the Mexi- 
can government, We may appeal to all nations not only 
for the equity and moderation with which we shall 
have acted towards a sister republic, but jor the neces- 
sity which will then compel us to seek redress for our 
wrongs, either by actual war or reprisals. The subject 
will then be presented before Congress at the com- 
the next session, in a clear and distunet 
; and the committee cannot doubt but that such 
will be i diately ad 








ntatives made a similar recommendation. In 
r report they say that they ‘fully concur with the 
ident that ample cause exists for taking redress 
p our own hands,and believe that we should be jus- 

d in the opinion of other nations for taking such a 
step. But they are willing totry the experiment of 
another demand, made in the most solemn form, upon 
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the justice of the Mexican government, before any fur 
ther proceedings are adopted.” 

No difference of opimion upon the subject is believed 
to have existed in Congress at that time; the Executive 
and Legislative departments concurred ; and yet such 
has been our forbearance, and desire to preserve peace 
with Mexico, that the wrongs of which we then com- 
plained, and which gave rise to these solemn proceed- 
ings, not only remain unredressed to this day, but ad- 
ditional causes of complaint, of an aggravated charac- 
ter, have ever sence been accumulating. 

Shortly after these proceedings, a special messenger 
was despatched to Mexico, to make a final demand for 
redress; and on the 20th of July, 1837, the demand was 
made. Thereply of the Mexican government bears 
date on the 29th of the same month, and contains as- 
surances of the “‘anxious wish” ofthe Mexican govern- 
ment “not to delay the moment of that final and equi- 
table adjustment which istoterminate the existing 


| ditticulties between the two governments,”’ and “nuth- 


ing should be left undone which may contribute totbe 
most speedy and equitable determination of the sub- 
jects which have se seriously engaged the attention of 
the American government ;"’ that the ‘* Mexican gov- 
ernm-e « uld adoptasthe only guides for its con- 
é >.c nest principle of public right, the sacred 
> ):2tr0ns imposed by international law, and the re- 
ligrous faith of treaties ;” and that‘ whatever reason 
and justice may dictate respecting each case will be 
done.”” The assurance was further given, that the 
decision of the Mexican government vpon each cause 
of complaint, for which redress had been demanded, 
should he communicated to the government of the 
United States by the Mexican minister at Washington. 
These solemn assurances,in answerto our demand 
for redress, were disregarded. By making them, how- 
ever, Mexico obtained further delay. President Van 
Buren, in his annual message to Congress of the Sth of 
December, 1837, states, that ‘although the largcr num- 
ber”? of our demands for redress, and ** many of them 
aggravated cases of personal wrongs, have been now 
for years before the M caw government, and some of 
the canses of national complaint, and those of the n.ost 
offensive character, admitted of immediate, simple, 
and satisfactory replies, it is only within afew days 
past thatany specific communication in answer to our 
last demand, made five months ago, has been received 
irom the Mexican minister;” and that “for not one of 
our public complaints has satisfaction been given or 
offered; that but one of the cases of personal wrong has 
been favorably considered, and that but four cases of 
both descriptions, out of all those formally presented, 
and earnestly preased, have as yet been decided upon 
by the Mexican government.’’ President Van Buren, 
believing that it would be vain te make any further at- 
tempt to ebtain redress by the ordinary means within 
the power of the Executive, communicated this opin- 
jon to Congress, in his message referred to, in which 
he said: “Un a carefuland deliberate examination of 
the contents,”’ (of the correspondence with the Mexi- 
can government,) “and considering the spirit manifes- 
ted by the Mexican government, it has become my 
painful duty to return the subject as it now stands, to 
Congress, to whom it belongs, to decide upon the time, 
the mode, and the measure of redress.”” Had the Uni- 
ted States at that time adopted compulsory measures, 
and taken redress into their own hands, all our diffi- 
culties with Mexico would probably have been long 
since adjusted, and the existing war have been aver- 
ted. Magnanimity and moderation on our part onty 
had the effect to complicate these difficulties, and ren- 
deran amicable settlement of them the more embarras 
sing. That such measures of redress, under similar 
provocations. committed by any of the powerful nations 


of Europe would have been promptly resorted to by the | 


United States, cannot be doubted. The national hon- 
or,and the preservation of the national character 
throughout the world, as well as our own self-respect 
and the protection due to our own citizens wouldihave 
rendered such a resort indispensable. ‘The history of 
no civilized nation in modern times bas presented with- 
in so brief a perjed so many wanton attacks upon the 
honor of its lag, and upon the property and persons of 
its citizens, as had at that time been borne by the Uni- 
ted States from the Mexican autborities and people.— 
But Mexico was a suster republic, on the North Ameri- 
can continent, occupying 4 territory contiguous tu our 
own, and was ina feeble and distracted condition; and 
these considerations, it is presumed, induced Congress 
to forbear still longer. 

Instead of taking redress into our own hands, a new 
negotiation was entered upon with fair promises on 
the part of Mexico, but with the real purpose, as the 
event has proved, of indefinitely postponing the repa- 
ration which we demanded, anc which was 80 justly 
due. This negotiation, after more than a year’s de- 
lay, resulted inthe convention of the eleventh of A- 
pril, 1839, ** for the adjustment of claims of citizens of 
the United States of America, upon the government 
of the Mexican Republic.” The joint beard of com- 
missioners created by this convention, to examine and 
decide upon these claims, was not organized until the 
month of August, 1840, and under the terms of the 
convention, they were to terminate their duties with- 
in eighteen months from that time. Four of the eigh- 
teen months were cousumed in preliminary discus- 
sions on frivolous and dilatory points raised by the 
Mexican commissioners; and it was not until the 
month of December, 1840, that they commenced the 
examination of the claims of onr citizens upon Mexi- 
co. Fourteen months only remained to examine and 
decide upon these numerous and complicated cases.— 
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In the month of February, 1842, the term of the com- 
mission expired, Jeaving many claims undisposed of 
for want of time. The claims whieh were allowed by 
the board, and by the umpite authorized by the con- 
vention to decide ir igre rment between 
the Mexican and American comimi-sioners, amounted 
to tWo million twenty-si\ thousand, one hundred and 
thirty-nine dollars and There were 
pending before the umpire when ‘lhe commission ex- 
pired, additional claims which bad been examined and 
awarded by the American commissioners, and had not 
been allowed by the Mexican commis-ioners, 
ingto nine hundred and twenty -cieht thousand eix 
handred and iwenty-seven dollars and eighty-eight 


cases «fl 


siaty-eight cents. 


amount- 


cents, upon which he did not decide, alleging that his 
authority had ceased with the termination of the joint 
commission. Besides these clair there Were others 
of American citizens amounting to three million three 
wndred and thirty-six thousand eight indred and 


thirty-seven dollars and five cents, which bad been 
submitied to the board, and upon which they had not 
t.me to decide before their final adjonrmment, 

The sum of two million twenty-six thousand one 
hundred and thirty-aine dollars aad sixty-eight cents, 
which had been awarded to the claimafts, was ali 
quidated and ascertained debt due by Mexico, about 
which there could be no dispute, and which she was 
bound to pay according to the terms of the convention. 
Soon after the final awards for thi« amount bad been 
made, the Mexican government asked tora postpone- 
mentof the time of making payment, alleging that it 
would be inconvy the payment at the 





ehient lo make 





ime stipulated, Inthe spirit of furbeaing kindness 
towards « sister republic, which Mexico has long abu- 
sed, the United States promptly complied with her re 


quest. A second ¢ 





vention was accordingly conctu- 
ded between the two governments, on the thirtieth of 
January, 1843, which upon its face declares that “this 
heW arrangement is entered into for the accommoda- 
tion of Mexico.” by the terms of this convention, all 
the interest due on the awards which had been made 
in favor of the claimants under the convention of 1th 
of April, 1839, wasto he paid to them on the thirtieth 
of April, 1843, and ** the principal of the said awards? 
and the interest accruing thereon,’’ Was stipulated to 
‘be paid in five years, in equel instalments every 
three month.”’ Notwithstanding thif new convention 
Was entered into at the request of Mexico, and tor the 
purpose of relieving her from embarrassinent, the elai- 
mants have only received the interest due on the thir- 
tieth of April, 1#43, and three of tae twenty inetal- 
ments. Although the payment of the sum thus Iqui- 
dated, and confessediy due by Mexico to our cnizens 
as indemnity for acknowledged acts of outrage and 
wrong, Was secured by treaty, the obligat.ons of which 
are ever beld sacred by all just nations, yet Mexico has 
violated this solemn engagement by failing and refus- 
ing to make the payment. The two instalments due 
in Apriland July, 1644, under the peculiar cireumstan- 
ces connected with ther, bave been assumed by the 
United States and discharged to the claimants, bat 
they are still due by Mexico. Bet this is not all of 
which we have just cause of fomplaint. -To provide 
a temedy for theclaimants whose cases were pot deci- 
ded by the joint commission under (he convention ef 
April the eleventh, 1839, it was expressly stipulated by 
the sixth article of the convention of the thirtieth of 
Jannary, 1843, that “‘a new convention shal! ye enterr 
ed into for the settlement of all claims of the govern 

ment and citizens of the United States against the re- 
publie of Mexico, which were not fmaliy decided by 
the late commission, which met inthe city of Wash- 
ington, and of all claims of the government and citi- 
zens of Mexico against the United States.” 

In conformity with this stipulation, a third conven- 
tion was concluded and signed at the city of Mexico, 
on the twentiethof November, 1843, by the plenipe 
tentiaries of the two governments, bv which provision 
was made for ascertaining and paying these claime, 
In January, 1844, this convention was ratified by the 
Senate of the United States, with two amendments, 
which were manifestly reasonable in their character. 
Upon a reference of the amcadments proposed to the 
government of Mexico, the same eva-~'ons, diffcuities 
and delays were interposed which have so long marked 
the policy of that government towards the United 
States. It has noteven yetdecided whether ht would 
or would not accede to them, although the subject has 
been repeatedly pressed npon its consideration, 

Mexico has thus violated,a second time, the faith 
of treaties, by failing or refusing to carry toto effect 
the sixtharticle of the convention of January, 1843. 
Such isthe history of the wrongs which we have suf- 
fered and patiently endured from Mexico through a 
long series of years. So far from affording reasonable 
satisfaction for the injuries and insults we have borne, 
a great aggravation of them consists in the fret, that 
while the United States, anxious to preserve a good 
understanding with Mexico, have been constantly, but 
vainly, employed In seeking redress for past wrongs, 
new outrages were constantly occurring, which have 
continued to increase out cagses of complaint and to 
swell the amount of our demands. While the citizens 
of the United States were condueting a lawful com. 
merce with Mexico ander the guaranty of a treaty of 
“amity, commerce and navigation,” many of them 
have snffered all the injuries which wonld Lave result- 
ed from open war. This treaty, instead of affording 
protection to our citizens, bas been tho means of invi- 
ting them into the ports of Mexico, that they might be 
as they have been in numerous instances, plundered 
of their property and deprived of (heir personal liberty 
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ry government owes t) its citizens ; and the conse- 
sence has been, that m of them have been reduced 
frem a state affluence to ruptcy. The proud name | 
of American citizen, w 1ought to protect all who 
bear it frow sult and iry throughout the world, | 
has afforded no enc ceetion to our citizens in Mex 
ice. We had ample cause of war against Mexico long 
fore the breaking out of hostilities. Buteven then 
yore to take redress into our own hands, until 
Mexico bers ume the rcressor by invading owr 
<eil in hos tray and shedding the blood of our cit- 
zens 
aa) are the crave canses of complaint on the part 
nited States against Mexic causes which ex- 
sted long before the annexation of Texas tothe Amer- 
and, yet, animated by the love of peace, 


an Unier ; 
da inagnanimous moderation,we did not adopt those 





sures of redress, « hich under such circumstances, 

re the Justified r rt of injured nations 
The annex { Texas tothe United States con- 
stituted no just cause of offence 'o Mexico. The pre- 
ext thatit cids wholly inconsistent and irrecon- 
ible with « Luenticated facts connected with 





the revolution by which Texas beenme independent of 
Mex oo, 
[Here foliows.a statement of the causes and events 
counected with the Texan Revelation, and an argu- 
nt showing conclusively that the boundaries of 





fexas extended to the Rio Grande.]} 

But Mexico herself has never placed the war 
which she has waged upon the ground that our army 
eccupied the intermediate territory between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande. Her refused preten- 
sions that Texas was not in fact an independent 
State, but arebellious province, was obstinately 
persevered in; and her avowed purpose in commen- 
cing a war with the United States was to reconquer 
Texas, and to restore Mexican authority over the 
whole Tesritory—not to the Nueces only, but to the 
Sabine. ina view of the prociaimed menaces of 
Mexico tothis etliect, | deemed it my duy, asa 





measure of precaution and defence, to order our ar- 
my to eccnpy a position on our frontier as a military 
post, from which our troops could best resist and re- 
pel any attempted invasion which Mesico might 
make. 
* * * . . * 
The apprehensions of a contemplated Mexican 


invasion have been since fally justified by the event. 
The determiuatio Mexico to rush into hostili- 









ties with the United States was afterwards mani- 
fesved from the whole tenor of the note of the Mex- 
ican minister of Foreign Atiairs to our minister, 
bearing date on the 12th of March, 1846. Paredes 
had then revolutionized the government, and his 


menister, atter referring 
nexation of ‘Texas, 
¢ M 


» the resolution for the an- 
which had been adopted by our 
irch, 1845, proceeds to declare that 
this, or, to speak with greater exact- 
ness,so notable an act oi usurpation, created an 
imperious uecessily that Mexico, for her own hon- 
, should repel with proper firmness and dignity.— 
The Supreme Government liad before declared that 
it would |ook upon such an act as a casus belli; and 
a2 a consequence of this declaration, negotiation 
ovas by its nature, atan end, and war was the only 
recourse of the Mexican government.” 

it appears, also, that on the fourth of April fol- 
lowing, Generat Paredes, through his minister of 
war, issued orders to the Mexican general ian com- 
mand on the Mexican frontier, to “attack” our ar- 
my “by every metns which war permits.” To this 
General Paredes bad been pledged to the army and 
people of Mexico during the military revolution 
which had breacht him into power. On the 18th of 
April, 1046, General Paraces addressed a jetter to 
the commander on that frontier, in which he stated 
to him, “att resent date | suppose you at the 
head of that valiant army, either fighting already, 
of preparing fur the operations of a campaign ;” 
and “supposing you already on the theatre of oper- 
ations, aad wiih al! the forces assembied, itis in- 
dispensable that hostilities be commenced, yourself 
taking the i itive against the enemy.” 

The movement of our army tothe Rio Grande 
was made by the commanding general under positive 
orders to abstain | aggressive acts towards 
Mexico, or Mexican citizens, end to regard the re- 
jations between the two countries as peaceful, un- 
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Florida treaty more than a quarter of a 
sint resolution for the anneaation of Texas 
United States had peen passed by our Congress, 
tt fexican minister at Washingten addressed a note 
to the Seeretary of State, bearing date on the sixth of 
Mareb, 1845, protesting against it as “‘anact of aggres 

sion, the most unjest whieh can be found recorded in 
the annals of modern history: namely, that of despoil- 
ing a friendiy nation, like Mexico, of a considerable 
portion of her territory;”? and protesting against the res- 
olution of annexation, as being an act ** whereby the 
province of Texas, an integral povtion of the Mexican 
territory, is agreed and admitted into the American 
Union; and he announced that, as a consequence, his 
mission to the United States had terminated, and de- 
manded his passports, which were granted. It was 
upon the absurd pretense, made by Mexico, (herself in- 
debted for bertadependence toa successful revolution,) 
tha’ the Republic of Texas still continued to be, net- 
withstanding all that had passed, a province of Mexi- 
co, that this step was taken by the Mexican minister, 

Every honorable effort has been used by me to avoid 
the war that followed, but all have proved vain. All 
our attempts to preserve peace haye been met by insult 
and resistance on the part of Mexico. My efforts to 
thisend commenced in the note of the Secretary of 
State of the tenth of March. 1845, in answer to that of 
the Mexican minister, Whilst declining to re-open a 
disenssion which has already been exhausted, and 
proving again what was known to the whole world, 
that Texas bad long since achieved her independence, 
the Secretary of State expressed the regret of this gov- 
ernmert that Mexico should have taken offence at the 
resolution of annexation passed by Congress, and gave 
assurance thatour ** most strennous efforts shall be de 
voted to the amicable adjustment of every cause of 
complaint between the two covernments, and to the 
cultivation of the kindest and most friendly relations 
between the sister republics.”” 

That I have acted in the spirit of thisassurance, will 
appear from the events which have since occurred.— 
Notwithstanding Mexico had abruptly terminated all 
diplomatic intercourse with the United States, and 
ought, therefore, to have been the first ‘o ask for its re- 
sumption, yet, waiving all ceremony, 1 embraced the 
earliest favorable opportunity ** to ascertain from the 
Mexican government whether they would receive an 
envoy from the United States, intrusted with fall pow- 
er to adjust allthe questions in dispute between the 
two governments.” In September, 1845, I believed 
the propitious moment for such ag overture had arriv- 
ed. ‘Texas, by the entitusiastic and almost dnanimous 
willof her people, had pronounced in favor of annex- 
ation. Mexico herself had agread to acknowlegge the 
independence of Texas, subject to a condition, it is 
true, which she had no right to impose and no power 
tu enforce. 

The last lingering hope of Mexioo, if she still conld 
have retained any, that Texas would ever again be- 
come one of her provinces, must have been abandoned. 

The consul of the United States at the city of Mexi- 
co was, therefore, instructed by the Secretary of State, 
on the 15th day of September, 1845, tomake the inqui- 
ry of the Mexican government. The inquiry was 
made, and onthe 15th of October, 1845, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Mexican government, in a note 
addressed to our consul, gavea favorable response, re- 
questing, at the same time, that our naval force might 
be withdrawn from VeraCruz while negotiations should 
be pending. Upon the receipt of this note, uur navah 
force was promptly withdrawn from Vera Cruz. A 
minister was immediately appointed and departed to 
Mexico. Every thing bore a promising aspect for a 
speedy and peaceful adjustment of all our difficulties. 

At the date of my annual message to Congress, in 
December last, no doubt was entertained but that he 
would be received by the Mexican governmont, and the 
hope was cherished that all cause of misunderstanding 
between the twocountries would be removed, In the 
confident hope that such would be the result of his 
mission, I informed Congress that I forbore at that 
time to “‘ recommend such ulterior measures of redress 
for the wrongs and injuries we had so long borne, as it 
would have been proper to make, had no such negotie- 
tion been instituted.” To my surprise and regret, the 
Mexican government.though solemnly pledged to do so 





| upon the arrival of our minister in Mexico, refused to 


iess Mezico should declare war, or commit acts of | 


restility indicative of 
ders he faithlully 
position on thee 
the limits of * 


i state of war; and these or- 
executed. Whilst occupying his 
st bank of the Rio Grande, within 
lexas, then recently admitted as one 


of the States of our Union, the commanding Gen- | 


eral of the Mexican forces. who, in pursuance of 
the orders of his goveroment, had collected a large 
ariny on the op ore of the Rio Grande— 
crossed the river, invaded our territory, and com- 
menced hostilities by attacking our forces. 

Thus, after all the. injuries which we have re- 
ceived and berne from Meaico, and after she had in- 
sultingly rejected a minister sent to her on a mission 
of peace, and whom she had solemnly agreed to re- 
ceive, she conruminated her long course of outrage 
against our country by commencing an offensive 
war and shedding the blood of our citizens on our 
own soil. 

The United States never attempted to acquire Texas 
by conquest. On the contrary, at anearly period after 
the people of Texas had achieved their independence, 
they sought to be annexed tothe United States. Ata 
general election in September, 1836, they decided, with 
creat unanimity in tavor of “annexation; and in No- 
vember following, the Congress of the republic autho- 
rized the appoinimentofa m\nister to hear their request 
to this government, This g vernment, however, hav- 
ing remained neatral between Texas and Mexico during 
the war between them, and considering it due te the 
honor of our country, and our fair fame among the na- 
tions of the earth, thatave should not af this early peri- 
ed consent toannexation, wor wats it shall be manifest 
to the whule ithatthe reconquest of Texus by 
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world 
Mexico was impossible, refused to accede to the over- 
tures made by ‘Texas. Onthe 12th of April, 1844, and 
after more than seven years had elapsed since Texas 
had established her independence,a treaty was eanciu- 
ded for the annexation of that republic to the United 
States, which was rejected by the Senate. Finally, on 
the first of March, 1-45, Congress passed a joint reso- 
lution for annexing her to the United States, upon cer- 
tain preliminary condiuons to which her assent 
was required. 

The sciemnities which characterized these delibera- 
tions aad conduct of the eoverament and people of 
Texas, on the deeply interesting question presented by 
these resolutions, are knewn to the world, The Con- 
grees, the Executive, and the people of Texas,in a con- 
vention elected for that purpose, accepted with great 
ananimity, the proposed terms of annexation; and this 
consummated on her part the great act of restoring to 
our federal Union a vast territory which bad been ceded 





receive and accredit bim When he reached Vera 
Cruz, on the 30th of November, 1845, he found that the 
aspect of affairs had undergone an unhappy change.— 
The government of General Herrera, who was at that 
time President of the republic, was tottering to its fall. 
General Paredes, a military leader, had man 
ifested his determination to overthrow the govern- 
ment of Herrera, by a military revolution, and one of 
the principal means which he employed to effect his 
purpose, and render the government of Herrera odious 
to the army and people of Mexico, was by loudly con- 
demning its determination to receive a minister of 
peace from the United States, alleging that it wae the 
intention of Herrera, by a treaty with the United 
States, to dismember the territory of Mexico, by ceding 
away the departinent of Texas. 

The government of Herrera is believed to have been 
well disposed to a pacific adjustment of existing drffi- 
culties ; but, probably alarmed for its own security, 
and in orderto ward off the danger of the Revolution 
led by Paredes, violated its solemn agreement, and re- 
fused to receive or accredit our minister ; and this, al- 
though informed that he had been invested with full 
power to adjust all questions in dispute between the 
two governments. Among the frivolous pretexts for 
thie refusal, the principal one was that our minister had 
not gone upon a special mission, confined to the ques- 
tion of Texas alone, leaving all outrages upon our flag 
and our citizens unredressed ! 

The Mexican government wel! knew that both our 
national honor and the protection due to our citizens- 
imperatively required that the two questions of boun- 
dary and indemnity should be treated of together, as 
naturally and inseparably blended, and they ought to 
have seen that this course was best calculated to enable 
the United States to extend to them the most liberal 
justice. On the thirtieth «f December, 1845, General 
Herrera resigned the Presidency, and yielded up the 
government to General Paredes without a struggle.— 
Thus a revolution was accomplished solely by the are 
my commanded by Paredes, and the suyreme power in 
Mexico passed into the hands of a military usurper, 
who was known to be bitterly hostile to the United 
States. 

Although the prospect of a pacific adjustment with 
the new government was unpromising, trom the known 
hostility of its head to the United States, yet, deter 
tained that nothing should be left undone on our part 
to restore friendly relations between the two countries, 
our minister wa. instructed to present his credentials 
to the new government, and ask to be accredited by it 
in the diplomatic character in which he had been com- 
missioned. These instructions he executed by his note 
of the first of March 1846, addressed to the Mexican 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, but bis request was ineult- 
ingly refused by that minister in his answer of the 
twelfth of the same month. No alternative remained 
for our minister but to demand his passports,and return 
to the United States. 

‘Thus was the extraordinary spectacle presented to 
the civilized world, of a government, in violation of its 
own express agreement, having twice rejected a minis- 
ter of peace invested with full powers to adjust al! the 
existing differences between the two countries, in a 
manner just and henorable to beth. | am not aware 
that any modern history presents a paraliel case in 
which, in time of peace, one nation bas refused even 
to hear propositions from another for terminating exist- 
ing difficulties between them. Scarcely a hope of ad- 
justing our difficuities, even at a remote day, or of pre- 
serving peace with Mexice, could be cherished while 
Paredes remained at the head of the government. He 
had acquired the supreme power by a military revolu- 
tion, and upon the most solemn pledges to wage war 
aginst the United States, and to reconquer Texas, 
which he claimed as a revolted province of Mexico. 

Ge had denounced as guilty of treason al! those Mex- 
icans who considered ‘Texas as no longer constituting 








a part of the territory of Mexico, and who were friend- 
ly tothe cause of peace, The duration of the war 
which he waged against the United States was indefi 
nite, beeause the end which he proposed, of the recon 
quest of Texas, Was hopeless. Besides, there was good 
tTeason to believe, from all his conduct, that it was his 
intention to convert the Republic of Mexicointo a mon- 
archy, and tocalla Foreign European Prince to the 
throne. Prepargtory to thisend, he bad, during his 
short role, destroyed the libeity of the press, tolerating 
that portion of itonly whieb openly advocated the es- 
tablishment of monarchy, The better to secure the 
success of his ultimate designs, he had, by an arbitrary 
decree, convoked a Congress—not to be elected by the 
free voice of the people, but to be chosen in a manner 
to make them subservienttoe his will, and to give him 
absolute contro! over their deliberations, 

Under al! these ¢ rcumstances, it was helieved that 
any revolution in Mexico, founded upon opposition to 
the ambitious project of Parades, would tend to promote 
the cause of peace, as Wellas prevent any attempt of 
European interference in the affairs of the North Amer- 
ican continent—both objecta of deep interest to the 
United States. Any such foreign interference, if at- 
tempted, must have been resisted by the United States, 
My views upon that subject were fully communicated 
to Congress in my last annual message. In any event 
it Was certain that no change whatever in the govern- 
ment of Mexico, which would deprive Parades of power, 
could be for the worse, so far as the United States were 
concerned, while it was highly probable that any 
change must be for the better. This was the state of 
affairs existing when Congress, on the [ith of May last, 
recognized the existence of the war which had been 
commenced by the government of Paredes. and it be- 
came an object of much importance, witha view to a 
speedy sattlement of our difficulties aud the restoration 
ofan honorable peace, that Paredes should not retain 
power in Mexico, 

Before that time there were symp ofare 
in Mexico, favored, as it was understood to be, by the 
more liberal party, and especially by those who were 
opposed to foreign interference and to the monarchiecal 
form of government. Santa Anna was then in exile in 
Havana, having been expelled from power and ban- 
ished from his country by a revolution which occurred 
in December, 1844; but it was known that he had still 
a considerable party in his favor in Mexico. It was 
also equally well known that no vigilance which coutd 
be exerted by our squadron would, in all probability, 
have prevented him from effecting a landing some- 
where on the extensive gulf coast of Mexico, if he de- 
sired to return to hie country. He had openly professed 
an entire change of policy ; had expressed his regret 
that he had subverted the federal constitution of 1824, 
and avowed that he was now in favor of its restora 
tion. Hehad publicly declared his hostility, in the 
strongest terms,to the establishment of a monarchy, 
and to European interferance in the affairs of his coun- 
t 











ry. 

Information to this effect had been received, from 
sources believed to be reliable, at the date of the recog 
nition of the existence of the war by Congress, and 
was afterwards fully confirmed by the receipt of the 
despatch of ourconsul in the city of Mexico, with the 
accompanying documents, which are herewith trans- 
mitted. Besides, it was reasonable to suppose that he 
must see the ruinous consequences to Mexico of a war 
with the United States, and that it would be his inter- 
est to favor peace. 

It was under these circumstances and upon these 
considerations, that it was deemed expedient not to ob- 
struct his return to Mexico, should he attempt to do so. 
Our object was the restoration of peace; and with that 
view no reason was perceived why we should take 
part with Paredes, and aid him, by means of our block- 
ade, in preventingthe return of his rival to Mexico. 
On the contrary, 1t was believed that the intestine di- 
visions which ordinary sagacity could not but antici- 
pate as the fruitof Sauta Anna’s return to Mexico, and 
his contest with Paredes, might strongly tend to pro- 
duce a disposition with both parties to restore and pre- 
serve peace withthe Uniled States. Paredes was a sol- 
dier by profession, and a monarchist in principle. He 
had but recently before been successful in a military 
revolution, by which he had obtained power.—He was 
the sworn enemy of the United States, with which he 
had involved bis country 10 the existing war. 

Santa Auna had been expelled from power by the ar- 
my. was known to be in open hostility to Paredes, and 
publicly pledged against foreign intervention and the 
restoration of Monarchy in Mexico. In view of these 
facts and circumstances it was, that, when orders were 
issued to our naval forces in the Gulf, on the 15th day 
of May last, only two days afterthe existence of the 
war had been recognized by Congress, to place the 
coasts of Mexico under blockade, he was directed not 
to obstruct the passage of Santa Annato Mexico, should 
he attempt to return. 

A revolution took place in Mexico in the early part 
of August following, by which the power of Paredes 
was overthrown, and he has since been banished from 
the country, and is now in exile. Shortly afterwards, 
Santa Anna returned. It remains to be seen whether 
his return may not yet prove to be favorable to a pacific 
adjustment of the existing difficulties, it being mani- 
festly his interest not to persevere in the prosecution of 
a war commenced by Paredes, to accomplish a purpose 
soabsurd as the reconqvest of Texas tothe Sabine. 
Had Paredes remained in power, it is morally certain 
thac any pacific adjustment would have been hopeless. 

Upon the commencement of hostilines by Mexico, 
against the United States, the indignant spirit of the 
nation Wag at once aroused. Congress promptly re- 
sponded to to thejexpectations of the country, and by 
the act of the thirteenth of May, last, recognized the 
fact that war existed by the act of Mexico, between the 
United States and that republic, and granted the means 
necessary for ite vigorous prosecution. Beinginvolved 
in a war thus commenced by Mexico, and forthe jus- 
tice of which on our part, we may confidently appeal 
to the whole world, ! resolved to prosecute it with fhe 
utmost vigor. Accordingly, the ports of Mexico on the 
Gulf and on the Pacific have been placed under biock- 
ade,and her territory invaded at several important 
points. . 

The reports from the departments of War and the 
Navy wilt inform you more in detail of the measures 
adopted in theemergency in which our country was 
placed, and of the gratifying results which have been 
accomplished. 

The various columns of the army have performed 
their duty under great pene with the moet 
distinguished skill and courage. The victories of Palo 
Alto and Resca dela Palma, and of Monterey, won 
agauinat greatly supecicr numbers, and against t de- 
cided advantages in other respects on the part of the 
enemy, Were brillantin their execution, and entitle 
our brave officers and soldiers to the g ful thanks of 
their country. The nation deplores the loss of the 
brave officers and men who have gallantly falled while 
vindicating and defending their country’s rights and 
honor. 

It is a subject of pride and satisfaction that our vol- 
unteer citizen soldiers, who so promptly responded to 
their country’s call, with an experience of the disci- 
pline of a camp of only a fw weeks, have borne their 
part in the hard fought battle of Monterey with a con- 
stancy and courage equal te that of veteran troops, and 
worthy gf the highest admiration. The privations of 
long marches through the enemy’s country, and 
through a wilderness, have been borne without a mur- 
mur. By rapid movements the Province of New Mex- 
ico, with Santa Fe, its capital, has been captured with- 





out bloodshed. The navy has co operated with the 


army and rendered important services; if not so bri 
iant it is because the enemy had no force to meet th 
on their own element, and because of the defence 
which nature bas interposed inthe difficulties o* 
navigation on the Mexican coast. Our equadronin 
Pacific, with the co-operation of a gallant officer of 
army,and a email force hastily collected in that d 
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province, 
you op the success which has 





attended our military and naval operations. [n less 
than seven months after Mexico commenced hostilities, 
at a time selected by herself, we have taken possession 
of many of ber principal ports, driven back and pur 

sued her invading army,and acquired military peas: ss- 
ion of the Mexican provinces of New Mexico, New 
Leon, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and the Californias, a ter- 
ritory larger in extent than that embraced in the origi- 
nal thirteen States of the Union, inhabited by a consid- 
erable population, and much of it morethan a thousand 
miles from the points at which we hadto collect our 
forces and commence our movements. By the klock- 
ade, the lroport and export trade of the enemy bas been 
cutoff. Well may the American people be proud of the 
energy and gallantry of our regular and volunteer offi- 
cers and soldiers. The events of these few menths at- 
ford a gratifying proof that our country ean, under any 
emergency, confidently rely tor the maintenance of her 
honor, and the defence of her rights, on an effective 
foree, ready at all times voluntarily to relinquish the 
comforts of home forthe perils and privations of the 
camp. And though sucha force may be for the time 
expensive, it isin the end economical, as the ability to 
command it removes the necessity of employing a large 
standing army in time of peace, and proves that our 
people love their institutions, and are ever ready to de- 
fend and protect them. 

Whilst the war was in a course of vigorons and suc- 
cessful prosecution, being still anxions to arrest its 
evils, and consideringthat, after the brilliant victories 
of our arms on the 8thand 9h of May last, the nation- 
al honor could not be compromised by it, another over- 
ture was made to Mexico, by my direction, on the 27th 
of July Jast, to terminate hostilities by a peace, justand 
honorable to both conntries, On the 3Ist of August fo!- 
lowing, the Mexican government declined to accept 
this friendly overture, but referred it to the decision of 
a Mexican Congress, to b bled in the early part 
of the present month, I communicate to you, herewith, 
a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State, proposing 
to re-open negociations, of the answer ot the Mexican 
a and of the reply thereto of the Secretary 

tate, 





The war will continue to be prosecuted with vigor, 
as the best means of securing peace. It is hoped that 
the decision of the Mexican Congress, to which our 
last overture has been made, may result ina speedy 
and honorable peace. With our experience, however 
of the unreasonable course of the Mexican authorities, 
it is the part of wisdom not to relax in the energy of 
our military yr — until the result is made known. 
In this view, it is deemed important to hole military 
possession of al] the provinces which have been taken. 
until a definitive treaty of peace shal] have been con- 
cluded and ratified by the two countries. 

The war has not been waged with a view to con- 
quest ; but having been commenced by Mexico, it bas 
been carried into the enemy's country, and will be 
vigorously prosecuted there, with a view to obtain an 
honorable peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity 
for the expenses of war, as well as to our much injur- 
ed citizens, who hold large pecuniary demands against 
Mexico. 

By the laws of nations a conquered territory is sub- 
ject to be governed by the conqueror during his mili- 
tary possession, and until there is either a treaty of 
peace, or he shell voluntarily withdraw trom it’ The 
old civil government being necessarily suppressed, it 
is the right and duty of the conqueror to secure his 
conquest, and to provide for the maintainance of civ- 
il order and the rights of the inhabitents. 

This right has been exercised, and this duty per- 
formed, by our military and naval commanders, by 
the establishment of temporary governments in some 
of the conquered provinces in Mexico, assimilating 
them as far as practicable to the free institutions of 
our own-country. In the provinces of New Mexico, 
andthe Californias, little if any further resistance is 

pprehended from the inhabitants tothe temporary 
governments which have thus from the necessity of 
the case and according to the laws of war, been estab- 
lished. It may be proper to provide for the secnrity 
of these important conquests by making an adequate 
appropriation for the purpose of erecting fortifications 
and defraying the expenses necesssarily incident to 

maintainance of our possessions and authority 
over them. 

[The remainder of the Message treats of other 
matters of scarcely less interest than the portions 
we have extracted, but our limits forbid even a brief 
synopsis. We shall take occasion to bring some of 
these matters tothe notice of our readers here- 
after.]} 


With fall reliance upon the wisdom and patriotism 
of your deliberations, it will be my duty, as it will be 
my anxious desire, to co-operate with you in every 
constitutional effort to promote the welfare and main- 
tainthe honor of oar commun beer tf 

Jj ES K. POLK. 





Washington, Dec. 9, 1846. 


Mr. Webster. 


We were nota little astonished to see the 
following article in an out and out federal pa- 
per, the Manchester American: especially, as 
that paper is now repeating from week to week 
the stale language used by Webster and his 
party during the last war with Great Britsin, 
and applying it to the present war with Mexico. 
“Unnecessary, uncalled for, wickrp war,” 
said. Webster and the traitors in 1812—* Un- 
just, unnecessary and awrvt war,” echo the 
tory papers now—the Manchester American 
among the rest. The American, however, is 
in a great error when he says the democrats 
“are willing to acknowledge him (Webster) 
as worthy of any confidence,’’ for they believe 
him unworthy the least confidence, either 
morally or politically —believing him totally 
corrupt and unprincipled. But to the ex- 
tract :— - 


Mr, Webster and the Hartford Convention.—in 
the minds of the Locos, the worst act Mr. Webster 
was ever guilty of, was to join the Hartford Con- 
vention in 1814. If he had not engaged in the coun- 
cils of our enemies against the war and against the 
country, they would ook upon him with feelings 
quite different from those they now entertain; they 
might even vote for him should he be nominated fur 
the Presidency. They are willing to acknowledge 
him worthy of any confidence the people may re- 
pose in him, and the only blot oo his political char- 























red to. We must confess it was a 
W. to be a member of the 
mchester American. 


Madison and his ac- 
of our butchered country- 
d federal Salem Gazette, dur- 
England. 

of the war—all the evil of it—all 
may occasion, bilongs ta Mr. Polk,” 
Atlas of Deo. 5, 1846. 
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“THE “ROUGH AND READY.” 


~~ “The Union---It must be preserved.” 
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‘The Campaign. 

The black-hearted treachery of men who 
had been warmed into life in the bosom of the 
democratic party, has placed the government 
of the State in the hands of Fenexanism, and 
in an attitude of hostilily to the patriotic ad- 
ministration at Washington, ander the wise 
policy end energetic action of which the 
whole country is not only prospering to an ex- 
tent unknown in its previous history, but ac- 
quiring a renown for martial prowess, which 
any of the nations of the old world might 
justly be proud of. 

_ From this humiliating posture—this degrad- 
ed position, our beloved State MUST BE 
REDEEMED. A few short months of fed- 
eral misrule has deen sufficient to rouse every 
true democrat to asense of the degradation to 
whieh our State bas fallen, and to determine 
him that this state of thing must at once cease 
to exist. Men who were themselves cheated 
into giving an indirect vote for the federal 
candidates, are now among the foremost in 
their efforts to wipe off the stain they had 
been made the unwitting instrument of 
inflicting upon the fair fame of a State which 
had deservedly won the proud appellation of 
standard bearer to the democracy of the Union. 
The base bargain and sale, by which the men 
who voted for Berry, under the belief that he 
was a democrat, were turned over to the fed- 
eralists by their leaders, and their votes for 
Berry made to elect Anthony Colby governor, 
has opened the eyes of hundreds who would 
have severed their right hands seoner than 
vote for an old federalist who openly opposed 
his country during the last war, and who from 
that day to this has manifested no signs of 
contrition. The legislation of last June, too 
—tbe creation of a flood of corporations, 
whose name is legion, without responsibility 
or restraint, let loose upon our State to eat out 
the substance of the people—the destruction 
of our militia system, at a time when the 
country was engaged in actual war for the pro- 
tection of American rights—and the enact- 
ment of English game laws in this democratic 
Stste, have all conspired to arouse our demuc- 
racy and to animate it with cne spirit and one 
mind. Thecry from every quarter is, the 
State cas Be and MUST BE REDEEMED 
Nothing but concerted and energetie action, 
and the general diffusion of correct informa- 
tion throughout the State, is wanting to pro- 
duce so desirable result. 

To contribute in some measure to this re- 
sult, is the object intended by the publication 
of this little sheet; in the conduct of which 
we shall freely canvass the proceedings of the 
federal legislature last June, and expose the 
base traflic by which principles and votes 
were shamefully bartered like merchandise, 
and hundreds of honest men treated as pro- 
perty, and sold over to their old opponents, 
without deeming their own assent to the bar- 
gain at all necessary. We shall endeavor to 
strip the mask from the false issues, artfally 
got up to blind the eyes of the less informed, 
and to hold our opponents to the true issues 
between the democratic and federal parties. — 
In short, we imtend to carry the war home 
upon them as fearlessly, if not as ably, as 
Gen. Taytor is carrying it home upon the 
treacherous Mexicans, after having driven 
them from our soil, which they had wantonly 
invaded. Nordo we intend to await the at- 
tack, but like Capt. May, whose gallant ex- 
ploit at Raseca de la Palma, is represeuted in 
the vignette at the head our columns, the de- 
mocracy intend to charge their batteries, take 
their cannen, and drive them from the field 
with such pretipitancy that they shall be as 
anxious of placing “* Salt river’ between them 
and us, as were their Mexican allies to place 
the Rio Grande between themselves and their 
vengefvl pursuers. Tue DEMOCRATS HAVE 
WILLED THAT THE STATE swale 






The War. 


“ {f the American government has not, to gratify 
their newspapers, brought the war to maturity wiih 
the hasty expedition of a ninety day note, or a ship- 
ment of flour, it has, in a short time, established a 
grander base of operations, in extent, than has ever 
been seen in modern warfare.” 


The above tribute to the energy and fore- 
cast of Mr. Polk's administration, in the con- 
duct of the Mexican war, is from an article 
written by an experienced officer of the Brit- 
ish army in Canada, and published in the 
Montreal Gazette. Coming as it does from a 
disinterested observer, and one who is profes- 
sionally qualified to fully understand and ap- 
preciate the subject on which he writes, no 
higher compliment could be bestowed upon 
the administration, for the manner in which 
the Mexican war has thus far been conducted. 
Indeed, the most violent federa! partizans in 
this country, have refrained from any concer- 
ted cry of “inefliciency” on the part of the 
government, nor have we once seen the term 
“ imbecility,’’ applied to the President, as was 
the case daring the last war with Great Bri- 
tain. There has been too much energy on the 
part of the government, and too much success 
has attended the efforts of our arms to suit 
that class of persons—and hence they cry out, 
“wicked, unjust, unholy, awful’’ war. This 
part of the old federal war cry, comes as nat- 
ural to a class of men in this community, as 
if they had not ceased to repeat it for the last 
thirty years, and had not changed their party 
name during that period at least a dozen times. 
The cuckoo note, however, shows them to be 
the same bird still. 

The war has now been going on a little 
more than six months. Atits commencement 
we were entirely without preparation. After 
Mexico invaded our territory, and attacked our 
little army under Gen. Taylor, meney, and 
men and supplies had to be raised and sent to 
the theatre of war, and almost every thing had 
to be provided; and yet, in less than six 
months, such has been the energy of the gov- 
ernment, the alacrity with which volunteers 
have rushed tothe standard of their country, 
that it ie truly wonderful how much has been 
accomplished. 

In addition to the operations of Gen. Tay- 
ler upon and beyond the Rio Grande, and 
whose victories have shed new rays of glory 
upon this country, the armies of Gen. Kear- 
ney and Gen. Wool have marched through 
the wilderness to Sata Fe, and Chihuahua and 
Monclova, and conquered the whole of New 
Mexico—whilst the navy on the Pacific cost, 
assisted by Capt. Fremont, has taken posses- 
session of the whole of Upper, and probably 
before this time, the whole of Lower Califor- 





nia. In New Mexico and California, territo- 
tial governments of the United States are in 
regular operation, and however the war may 
‘terminate in other respects, it is not to be pre- 
sumed that our conquests in these countries 
will ever be relinquished either to Mexico or 
any other government on earth. Such a thing 
is not to be thought of. These conquests, 
then, give to the United States a broad belt of 
territory, from about the 25th to the 42d, ‘and 
with our Oregon possessions, to the 49th deg 
of latitude, including the best ports on the Pa- 
cific. All this is ours by the right of conquest 
in legitimate warfare, and which it would be 
fully tosuppose the United States will ever 
suffer tg slip from them. Mexico has brought 
all this upon herself by her wanton aggres- 
sions, and by her fuol-hardy attack upon the 
American army, and has-no right to complain. 
Thus are the stars and stripes of our govern- 
ment at this moment floating over 24 deg. of 
latitude, or 1440 miles on the Pacific coast, and 
all accomplished in the short space of six 
months. These acquisitions will fully remu- 
nerate this country for all the expenses of the 
war, should it continue for half a dozen years. 

Another great advantage results from this 
war. The nations of the old weld had begun 
to look upon our government and people as 
weak and inefficient. They had attributed our 
forbearance and patience under injuries, to a 
want of energy and resources. Such had been 
our forbearance, and Ve patience with which 
we submitted to injuries, that even Mexico 
began to think herself an overmatch for us, 





majority over Williams, dem., 4 
out opposition. 

(LP Hon. Isaac H. Wri 
of volunteers, in Boston, for Pi 












and she had the audacity to invade our terri- 
tory! This war has shown the world the great 
‘resources of this country, when 2#n occasion 
shali call them out. More than 300,000 vol- 


P| unteers haye offered their services to the gov- 


ernment since the commencement of the war. 


Armies have been raised, organized and put | 
in motion, with a promptitude and facility 
which has astonished the whole world: dis- 
tances have been overcome, towns attacked 
and taken, and an empire added to the territo- 
ry of the United States; and all this in six 
months. Other nations will now respect our 
rights, and in.all probability this war will save 
us from difficulty with foreign governments 


for many years to come. 


Federal Priests. 

When Great Britain invaded the territo- 
ry of the Chinese, merely because that gov- 
ernment refused to have opium introduced in- 
to that country, to intoxicate and poison the 
people, they found opologists among the pious 
clergymen here, on the ground that the Brit- 
ish ships had opened a way for the introduc- 
tion of Christianity into China. No matter 
how besotted the people might become by hav- 
ing opinm forced into the country, such evils 
were more than counterbalanced by introdac- 
ing Christianity along with it, and the mag- 
nanimity of the British government was laud- 
ed as usual. 

This same class of clergymen have labored 
incessantly, many of them for more than 
twenty years, in denouncing and misrepre- 
senting the Catholic religion, and endeavor- 
ing to make people believe that Catholicism 
was the very worst kind of idolatry—worse 
than the Chinese worship of idols, alvogether. 
They have constantiy been singing their la- 
mentations over the strides which the follow- 
ers of the Pope were making in the valley of 


the Mississippi and other parts of our country, | 


and warning the people of the great danger to 
protestantism from that source. Now Mexico 





is acountry where the Protestant religion is 
not tolerated. No such thing as a protestant 
house of worship is permitted to exist in the 
whole territory of Mexico. Should a Con- 
gregationalist, a Freewill Baptist, a Method- 
ist, or any Protestant preacher, attempt to dis- 
seminate his peculiar doctrines in Mexico, he 
would doubtless be imprisoned as a heretic.— 
These gentlemen well know that in whatev- 
er country the stars and stripes of the United 
States indicate the presence of our laws, there 
is free toleration of all sorts of religions. Pro- 
testantism keeps pace with the march of our 
armies in Mexico, New Mexico, and Califor- 
nia, and yet our pious clergymen see nothing 
in this war but “injustice and cruelty"’ to- 
wards the Mexicans. They conld see no 
great harm, when the British battered down 
the tewns of the Chivese, and killed thoo- 
sands of their people, merely because they 
did not choose to be made drunk with opiam— 
because, forsooth, Christianity was thereby in- 
troduced into China; but they carefully ab- 
stain from saying one word about extending 
the Protcstant religion over a territory half as 
large as the United States, which results from 
the present war with Mexico. 

The truth is, there is a class of these cler- 
gymen whoare wedded to the federal party 
more strongly than to their religion—and 
whenever you hear one of them denouncing 
the administration and the Mexican war, from 
his pulpit, you may set him down as belong- 
ing to this class. Do not misunderstand us: 
we mean not to include the whole, nor any 
considerable part of the great body of the 
clergymen, in these strictures. There are 
many among them who still believe that pat 
riotism is a Christian virtue, and who do not 
hesitate to pray for their couniry and the suc- 
cess of our arms, as elergymen thought it 
their duty todo during the revolution. We 
mean only to censure that class of political 
priests who prostitute their pulpits to the base 
purpose of subserWing the interests of a polit. 
ical party—a party which in all times of diffi 
culty, desertits own country, and go over to 
the enemy. 





(o Old Mr. John Prentiss had better save 
himself the trouble of writingany new articles 
against the government of this country, and 
in favor of the Mexicans. If he will turn 
back to his files of 1812-14, he will find enough 
of them, just as good as new, by merely strik- 
ing out Great Britain, “ the bulwark of our 
holy religion,” and inserting the “ magnani 
mous Mexican people.’ It is a great pity to 
waste so much: paper and ink, merely to prove 
himself a traitor and an ass. 


i? The new ew Belknap tnap County E Bank wentinto op- 





eration last Monday, Dec. 7. 








The President’s Message. 

The Messaye of President Polk at the open- 
ing of the present Congress is a document of 
great and absorbing anterest to the American 
people, and will be read with pleasure by every 
patriotic individual. Its length precludes its 
insertion entire in this little sheet, and we are 
only able to publish that part relating to the 
Mexican War, should be read and 
STUDIED until every person shall fully under- 
stand the causes and the reasons why this 
country is engaged in a war with Mexico.— 
When these sball be fully understood, we have 
no fears that any person will accuse the ad- 


which 


ministration of having plunged the country 
into an “unjust, unnecessary and cruel war,’ 
or that the “ extension of slavcry’’ was among 
the motives for its vigorous prosecution. On 
the contrary, it will be found, that the govevn- 
ment had taken every means in its power to 
avoid the war until it was forced upon us by 
the wanton aggressions and insults, and final- 
ly by the invasion of’our territory and the 
murder of our citizens, by Mexico. We re- 
peat, let every person read and stady this docu- 
ment until he shall have made himself ful'y 
acquainted with the causes of the war. 


Te Correspondents. 

We want every democrat; who holds a vig- 
orous pen, to contribute something which may 
be useful to our columns. This paper is de- 
signed for genera] cireulation in all parts of 
the State, and every one in the possession of 
facts and arguments calculated tosubserve the 
cause of democracy and truth, it is hoped will 
freely contribute them. In all communica- 
tions where personal incidents are necessarily 
alluded to in the illustration of federal frauds 
and electioneering trickery, the author must 
furnish us with his name, in order that we 
may he sure of the truth of what he writes. 
Democracy isthe cause of truth, and TRUTH 
and FAIRNESS must alone sustain it. Frper- 
atism is but another name for falsehood and 
treachery, and our opponents are welcome to 
the sole and exclusive use of such weopons. 


(7 The next number of this paper will be 
issued on Saturday, Dec. 26, and continue 
regularly every week until after the election. 
In the meantime we desire all agents to send 
in the subscriptions they may have. obtained. 
We hope pains will be taken to supply al! the 
A few-dollars expended in 
this way, will do inuch to counteract the ef- 


destitute places. 


forts of the Massachusetts federalists, who are 
furnishing the Mexican federalists here with 
any amountof money they may want to flood 
this State with all sorts of falsehoods, and to 
be applied in any other manner to procure 
votes. The Boston capitalists, who already 
control all the water power, and nearly all the 
railroads in this State, are determined also to 
control the Are the farm 

ersand working men willing that their laws 
should be framed for them in the counting 
rooms and railroad offices of the capitalists of 
Boston, and to see this State become a mere 
colony of the city of Bostan? If not, let them 
and at once snap the cords 
that are about to be bound epon their limbs. 


State government. 


bestir themselves, 


on 7 
“If the enemy oppose my march, in whatever 
force, | shalidight him.”"—Gaew. Z. Tartor. 


The above quotation is from an official des- 
patch of old * Rough and Ready,’ dated two 
days before the battle of Palo Alto, and when 
he was.about to leave Point leabel, for the re 
lief of Fort Brown.. The enemy did oppose 
his march with a force of six thousand men, 
and the General was as good as his word, and 
alittle better—for he not only fought, but 
conquered, him, The words and the senti- 
ment are worthy to be adopted as the motto of 
the democratic party in this campaign, and 
we have accordingly placed them at the head 
of our columns. We need only the spirit and 
determination of the author of this sentiment 
to carry us as successfully through the con- 
test with the federal allies of the Mexicans, 
as it did Gen. Taylor, throagh the battles of 
Palo Alto avd Raseca de la Palma, with the 
Mexieans themeelves. 





TP A new Post Office has been established at the 
« Lafayette House,” Franconia Notctr, N. H., and 
Stephen C, Gibb, Esq , appointed Postmaster. 





its We will do all in our power to comply with 
the requests of our subscribers at Barrington, Mer- 





edith, and some other towne, hereafter. 








An Honest Conclusion. 


We commend the following letter to every 
honest man, who has been drawn into the sup- 
port of the federal party, through hissympathy 
for the alave, and his abhorrence of oppression 
every whet. There are hundreds in this 
State, who, like our correspondent, voted for 
abolition candidates, without once anticipating 
that they were contribating to the election of 
an old war federalist for governor—and now 
that they understand the game, they will avoid 
the snare for the fature. We hope our cor- 


respondent will continue to favor our readers 





-_ 
| °F» 








Hshed in the Granite Freemen, the organ of | of the Congressional nominations because, 


the political abolition party. 

With such an avowal of feeling on the part 
of Gov. Colby, towards the lamented individ- 
ual | have named staring them in the face, 
the votes of political abolitionists were given 
for the federal candidate. Now let any man 
possessed of the common feelings of humani- 
ty, reflect for a moment on the position in 


ist! 


high and noble motives—to be laboring for hu- 





which this vote placed the political abolition. | 
They had professed to be actuated by 


, aie a 
manity and humanity alone—to feel indignant 

| at the sufferings of Torrey; but what were 

| 

| 


professions worth, when actions give the lie 
to those professions? The declaration of Col- 


so devoid of feeling, would have met with 


Se? 


} asevere rebuke from the slaveholder himself, | 


' and even the most strenuous advocate of “the | 


with farther communications upon this inter- 
esting subject. Speaking from experience, 
his opinions are entitled to great consideration. 
Ossipee, Dec. Sth, 1846. 
To the Publisher of the “Rough and Ready a 
Dear Sia :—I am one of that class of per- | 
sons who have always regretted the existence 
of slavery, and have been used to look upon 
this iostitution as a great moral, social and po- 
litical evil, but so regarding it, | have never 


been willing, by any act of mine, to counte- 
nance the wild schemes of those who, to ef- 
fect the emancipation of the poor slave, 
were willing to trample upon the constitution 
of my country and to dissolve our glorious 
U nion. 

At times, [ have acted with the political ab- 
olitionists of our State, but in so doing I have 
acted from an honest conviction of duty, and 
f-om a strong desire to lend my feeble aid in 
ridding the country of the greatevil of slave- 
ry. lLacted with tifat party because, relying 
upon the professions of its leaders, | believed 
them to be laboring in the cause of suffering 
humanity ; but, sir, my opinions have under- 
gone some change upon this point. I can no 
longer regard political abolitionists as actuated 
Indeed, | 


have become satisfied in my own mind that 


by honest or patriotic motives. 


the object aimed atis political power—that the 
cause of the slave is buta secondary consid- 
eration, or buta hypocritical pretence, and 
that the ultimate object of the political aboli- 
tionists is the same as that of William Lloyd 
Garrison, to whose treasonable doctrines they 
give countenance and support. 


You will undoubtedly ask, what has pro- 
duced the change in my opinions? The in- 
quiry is a natural one, and 1 shall proceed to 


give the reasons. Up to the time of the last 
annual election the political abolitionists pro- 
fessed to be a distinct political party, and to 
regard both the democrat and federal parties 
as pro-slavery. Their organ at Concerd, the 
Granite Freeman, urged its political friends to 
keep aloof from both parties—to give their 
votes to neither of the candidates tor govern- 
or, democrat or federal, and it scouted the 
idea that the political abolitionists would 
throw their inffuence into the scale of feder- 
alism, and help to elect the federal governor. 
This accorded with my own notions of the 
course to be pursued by political abolitionists, 
if they wished to retain their position as a dis- 
tinct political party, and satisfy the people of 
the honesty of purpose by which they were 
actuated. 

Up to the meeting of the legislature, J per- 
suaded myself that such would be the course 
adopted by the political abolitionists, but I was 
most eadly disappointed. Every member of 
that party elected tothe legislature, seemed 
eager to prove the dishonesty of his profes- 
sion, and his entire want of principle, by be- 
coming the tool of federalism ; andeverything 
was sacrificed to the attainment of office fora 
few men, who had neither the ability to dis- 
charge the duties devolving upon them, or the 
respectability of character requisite for a pub- 
lic officer. 

To me it seemed that the cause of humanity 
was sacrificed in the scramble for office; and 
for one, | felt disgusted at the mercenary mo- 
tives by which the political abolitionists in the 
legislature seemed to be governed. Besides, 
it was apparent that all principle was aban- 
doned, when the votes of the abolition mem- 
bers were east for Anthony Colby, the federal 
candidate for governor. But ashort time pre- 
vious to the June session, this man, in speak- 
ing of the lamented Torrey, had said, ** That 
he did notcare if he did rot in a prison;" and 
this fact was known to every abolition mem- 
ber; it having been set forth in an address of 
the political abolitionists of New London, the 
town in which Gov. Colby resided, and pub- 


peculiar institution’’ would have despised the 
man who could give utterance toa wish so re- 
pugnant to every feeling of humanity,and so 
anti-Christian. But this manifestation of hos- 
tility—may | notsay, this inhuman desire on 
the part of Colby, to inflict npon the lament- 


served to endear him to those who professed 
to be laboring in that cause in which Torrey 
fella martyr, and to secure for him the vote of 
the abolition members of the legislature for 
the office of governor of New Hampshire 

This manifest abandonment of principle led 
me to consider the aim and object of political 
abolitionists. I find I have been deceived by 
their professions—that the leaders of this par- 
ty are dishonest, and consequently I can no 
longer give them my support. I was always, 
Mr. “ Rough and Ready,” a demoerat, and re- 
flection has satisfied me that the democratic 
party occupy the only constitutional ground 
upon the question of slavery. In another let- 
ter { may give you other reasons why I can 
no longer act with the political abolitionists, 
and also attempt to show the dangerous ten- 
dency of their doctrines. 

Yours, &e., 
HONESTUS. 

P.S.—Please send me five copies of the 

“ Rough and Ready.” 
“Gag! Gag!! Gag!!!” 

It seems no federal editor is to be permitted 
to utier a patriotic sentiment or even a syllable 
of trath, under penalty of expulsion from the 
federal ranks. He must go the whole for 
the rancheros or have the “ gag” applied. The 
Mexican federalists do not pretend that every 
word in the Courier upon the Mexican war is 
not strictly true—but they cry out, “Oh, the 


trath is what we are afraid of—cac wim—Gac 
Him.” 





Not one of them even pretends. that 
every word in regard to Wilson is not strictly 
just—-but they cry out again, “justice is just 
what we mest dread—tTHROW MIM OVERBOARD 
—THROW HIM OVERBOARD.” 





Intercepted Correspondence, 


The General to Ichabod. 

My Dear Icu:—You are playing the very 
devil in your district with my plans in this 
section. I supposed it was distinctly under- 
stood before 1 contributed out of my purse 
for electioneering purposes so liberally, that 
the independents were to have a clear 
field over in your district, and that [ was 
to have mine free and clear from al] in- 
cumbraces, ‘true whigs,”’ independents, and 
liberty men. Idont charge upon you want of 
» good faith, but you can’t be elected in your 
district at any rate, and my hopes are all 
smashed unless you withdraw from the field 
and give the independents a chance. This 
will cause the withdrawal of all opposition to 
me in this district, for you well know, after 
all professsions otherwise, all we want is to 
get hold of the offices. 

{ made one devilish foolish blunder in de- 
nouncing the war, but | was put up to it. But 
it can't be helped now. I see you have back- 
ed out of your slavery resolutions of 1835, 
and come out strong the other way in your 
resolutions at the late convention in your dis- 
trict. We must be cautious that in our anxi- 
ety to get into office, we don’t overleap all de- 
cency, and get so far that we can’t get back 
when we want to. If we expect to do any 
thing next March, all of our whig friends 
must contribute as freely to “the fund” as you 
and I have done. 





1 understand that some are denouncing two 


forsooth, the nominees held office under John 
Tyler. Now, I wish to know if this is any 
cause of denunciation. Tyler was elected as 
a whig, and I did the best to carry out the 
principles on which he was electea—that was 


the only reason wh» | held office under him. 


. 7 * * od * 7 * 


P. S.—What shall I do, if volunteers are 
called for from this State? Thank fortune, I 
have money enough to buy a substitute. 


Ich. to the General. 

Dear Gen. :—The way things work is bad, 
I know, but how can it be helped. The inde- 
pendents in this section are pretty pliable, but 
their leaders are determined to have a share 
of the loaves and fishes, but as for giving up 
every thing to them, J wont, that’s flat. They 
are round bragging about what they can do, 


| but my opinion is that the whigs had better 
| mind their own business, support their own 


candidates, and not be dallying, courting, and 
following independents, abolitionists, liberty 
men, twaddiers, and Tylerites—(no offence is 


| intended to you.) 


ed Torrey every species of punishment—only | 





Your denunciation of the war and my late 
resolutions are really nonsense, but they said 
here, { must do it to stand any sort of chance, 
and so I did it, though I don't believe a word 
of the whole string. : 

My idea is that we had better let resolutions 
alone, but use the money wherever it will tell. 
With a large fund we can perform wonders. 
We can raise a large sum here, and besides, 
you know Boston folks have promised well. 

In relation to your course as a volunteer, if 
in your place I would now write to the gov- 
ernor, saying that as there was no prospect of 
troops being called for from this State, you re- 
signed your commission. The governor, well 
knowing ‘the pickle you are in,” would let 
you off, and such a course would make you 
popular with the abolitionists and independ- 
ents, and although you might loose a few whig 
voters, whe would not appreciate such a move- 
ment, it might save your election. Besides, I 
honestly don’t believe any volunteer would 
follow you after such an unguarded declara- 


tion as you made at Hancock. 


. * * * * * * * 


See that the fund is not squandered by your 
It is said that the N. H. Courier 
distrusts you, and that he has certain evidence 
in his pocket that would make you look sheep- 
ish if published. 


enemies. 


Petry Larceny.—The radicals have stolen the 
soubriquet of that staunch old whig, Gen. ‘Taylor— 
“ Rough and Ready” —to give some |ittle currency 
to the campaign paper which they are going to pub- 
lish at Concord, until after the election, hey 
might, with equal honesty, have taken the name of 
“ Log Cabin” —* Harry of the West’—or any oth- 
er whig property. But the trick is only another il- 
lustration of the truth of the old maxim—* those 
who will lie, will steal.”—Dover Enquirer. 


if, as the Enquirer asserts, Gen. Taylor is 
a “staunch old whig,” he must be wonderful- 
ly gratified with the patriotic enthusiasm with 
which he is backed ap by his “whig"’ breth- 
ren in New Hampshire! especially when he 
hears nothing else from the federal press and 
federal orators respecting the war in which he 
is so gloriously engaged, but “ war for the ez- 
tension of slavery’—‘*uncalled for, unneces- 
sary, cruel, and awful war!’ Old “Rough and 
Ready’ is fighting the battles of his country, 
and covering himself and her with glory, ina 
war as just and holy as was the war of the re- 
volution—and whilst he is chastising the rob- 
ber bandits and rancheros in Mexico, young 
** Rough and Ready” will be looking after the 
friends and allies and sympathisers of these 
Mexicans at home. It looks well for traitors 
and sympathisers with the common enemy, to 
be claiming kindred with such a man as Gen. 
Taylor? Why, if he had these guerrillas and 
rancheros in his military district, he would 
hang every soul of them for traitors “under 
the third article,’ as Gen. Jackson said he 
would have served the members of the Hart- 
ford Convention! 








For the ‘‘ Rough and Ready.”’ 

Mx. Evitor:—I find in Sec. 6, Chap. 3, R. 
S., that the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives of this State is allowed thirty days to pre- 
pare a copy of his journal, with an index, for 
the public printer. I find in Sec. 3, Chap. 4, 
R. S., that the public printer shall deliver siz 
hundred copies of the journals within sizty days 
from the time the copy shall be placed in his 
hands. 
journed about the 10th of July last, and on the 
10th day of October, the 600 copies of the 


if 1 mistake not, the Legislature ad-' 





Journal should have been delivered to the Sec- 
retary of State. Has this been done, or has 
the public printer neglected to perform his du- 
ties according to the requirements of the law? 
The laws were not published within the legal 
time, the public printeravowed it. The jour- 
nals are not published within the legal time, 
and [ suppose he will acknowledge that.— 
Now is there any remedy for such negligence 
—repeated negligence? Does the public 
printer suppose that, because the allies have 
the power, they will exense him? Will the 
Governor and Council allow the public printer 
legal rates for printing, when he does not con- 
form to the law in his proceedings? Such 
gross neglect by the former public printer 
wonld have been trumpeted through the fed- 
eral press from one end of the State to the 
other, and whatever may have been or may be 
the excuses of the public printer now, the fact 
still remains, that neither the laws or journals 
have been furnished to the State as they should 
have been by the provisions of the Revised 
Statutes, under which the putte printer ac- 
cepted his office, and gave bonds (I suppose) 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of his 
office. Z. 





A New Hampsuire Man —The Lieut. Parker 
who behaved so gallantly in the attack upon Tobas- 
co, is a native of New Hampshire. His name is 
William Albert Parker and is the son of William B. 
Parker Esq., of Portsmouth. 





Democratic Conventions. 


(FP Seconp Concressfonat District.—The 
Convention fur nominating a candidate for the 2d 
Congressional District, comprising the counties of 
Merrimack, Belknap, and Carroll, is notified to 
meet at Capt. Tilton’s tavern, at Meredith Brridge, 





‘Thursday, Dec. 24, at 10 a'clock, A. M. Delegates 
double the ber of rep tatives in the Gener- 
al Court. 


(> The Fourth Congressional District Conven- 
tion will be holden at the Inn of Eleazer Smith, in 
Haverhill, on Wednesday, the 6th day of January 
next, at llo’clock, A.M. Number of delegates to 
be double the number of representatives to the le 
gisiature. 


(7 The Rockingham C Cc tion will 
meet at Rundiett’s tavern, Epping Corner, on Tues 
day, January 12, 1847, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

{> The Strafford Counsellor Convention will 
be holden at the Franklin House, South Wolf bo- 
rough, on Tpesday, the Sth day of January next, at 
10 o'clock, A. M. 

(> The Grafton C Cc tion will be 
holden at Smith’s hotel, Haverhill, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

{> The Belknop County Convention is notified 
to meet at the Court House in Gilford, on Wednes- 
day, Jan. 13, at 12 o’clock, M. 

(> The Merrimack County Convention will be 
holden at the American House, (Gass’,) in Con 
cord, on Tuesday, Jan. 12, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

{> The Cheshire County Convention will be 
holden at the Eagle hotel, in Kecne, on Friday, Jan. 
1, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

> The Strafford County Convention will be 
holden at Gilman Hall’s, in Barrington, on Tues- 
day the 5th day of January next, at 12 o’clock, M. 

(> The Coos County Convention is notified to 
be holden at W. G. Wentworth’s tavern, in Lancas- 
ter, on Friday, the Sth day of January next, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. ‘ 

{> The Third Senatorial District Convention is 
notified to meet at the Inn of Franklin Tenney, in 
Amoskeag Village, on Friday, the 8th day of Janua- 
ry next, at 10 o’clock. Number of delegates dou- 
ble that of representatives. 

> The Fourth Senatorial District Convention 
is notified to meet at the Washington Hall, Con- 
cord, on Tuesday, Jan.§12, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

> The Fifth Senatorial. District Convention 
will be holden at Gilman Hall’s, in Barrington, on 
Thursday, the Sist day of December next, at 12 
o’clock, M. 

> The Sixth Senatorial District Convention is 
notified to meet at Lake House, in Wolfborough, 
on Wednesday, Dec. 30, at 12 o’clock, M. 

(> The Eighth Senatorial District Convention 
is notified to meet at the Box tavern, in Stoddard, 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

> The Ninth Senatoria’ District Convention is 
notified to at Wright's tavern, in Troy, on 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
































ratic republicans of the 
requested to meet at the 
"yon Saturday evening, Dec. 
, for the purpose of choosing del- 
t the democrats of Concord in the 
i , Rockingham Counsellor, 
torial District, and Merrimack County 
Conventions. A full attendance is requested. 
Per order of delegates of last year. 













